Inside this Newsletter…
 Treasury’s “Tricky” Paint Treatment.
Unique decorative paint treatment created in
the early 1860s in the Treasury Building’s
corridor added Old World elegance to the
South wing upon its completion (see page 2).
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 Yesteryear’s Transportation to and from
the Treasury Building. Additional vintage
photographs of the Treasury Building found
and given to the Department, show how
money was shipped into and out of the
Treasury (see page 3).

Did THA’s 1998 Ornament
Coincidentally Predict the
Current Merger Mandate?
- Special Sale for THA Members THA’s 1998 ornament depicted the Comptroller
of the Currency’s historic vault in the Treasury
Building, along with the Comely Rich house
which, in 1831, was the first private residence to
be mortgaged through a thrift savings bank,
over which the Office of Thrift Supervision and
its predecessor had responsibility. THA (coincidentally) combined these two bureaus in one
ornament due to similarities in their functions.
Recently, the
Dodd Frank
Act, in an effort
of regulatory
reform, required that the
Office of the
Comptroller of
the Currency
and the Office
of Thrift Supervision be
merged together by July
2011, with the
exception of
certain functions that will
be moved to the Federal Reserve System.
THA has a limited number of “remainder” 1998
ornaments with the OCC and OTS historic images. Current members may order ornaments
at a significant discount below the standard
member price of $12. For one ornament, the
special price through July 31, 2011 is as follows: 1 ornament, $9; 2 ornaments, $8 each; 3
or more ornaments, $7 each, shipping included.
To order, send a check along with a note requesting ornaments and your address to THA
(address on page 3); no order form is required.

Historic Treasury Building
Restoration Featured in
C-SPAN National Broadcast
The restored rooms and spaces of the historic
Treasury Building have been visited by thousands of people over the past 25 years on the
Saturday morning public tours. However, only
this month have people all around the country
been able to see the elegant interiors of the
Treasury Building — restored to their high Victorian style through contributions from the Treasury
Historical Association’s members and donors.
The official television network of the U.S. Congress, C-SPAN, visited Treasury several weeks
ago and filmed scenes throughout the Building
for five hours. Treasury Curator, Richard Cote,
Ph.D., served as the narrator and host for the
filming. The five-hour “shoot” has been edited for
two 30-minute presentations to the public.
The first installment was aired three times on
Sunday, April 17, on the CSPAN-3 channel. The
second half of the presentation will be aired next
month, tentatively May 15. THA will send e-mail
advisories to members to publicize the air time.
During the first installment of the show, Dr. Cote
brought the viewers into the majestic two-story
marble Cash Room of the North Wing, and the

suites of Salmon Chase, President Lincoln’s first
Treasury Secretary and Hugh McCulloch, his
second. The latter suite includes a room used by
Andrew Johnson as his Presidential Office for a
period of six weeks immediately following the
assassination of President Lincoln. President
Johnson allowed Lincoln’s widow to stay at the
Executive Mansion to settle her personal affairs
and to deal in private with her grief over the loss
of her husband.
Members who were not able to view the April 17
airing of the first half-hour installment of the
Treasury Building restoration program may view
it on-line at www.cspan.org. In the Search box,
enter Treasury Building Restoration, and you will
be directed to a program summary page with an
“additional information” line to click on, which will
bring you to the options to select the full 30minute program or a 5-minute YouTube preview.
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Decorative Painting in
Treasury’s South Wing
“Deceives the Eye”
Among the many mysteries surrounding the
architectural history of the Treasury Building which remain unsolved, perhaps none
is as prominent as the amount and quality
of decorative painting throughout the South
wing of the Building by the late 19th century.
Archival records and contractor invoices
during the 1855 -1861 construction of the
South wing include lists of decorative painting projects that were intended to be executed. In secondary period resources, there
are comments about levels of decorative
painting in the South wing of the Building
that seems to have long since been removed or over-painted. As mentioned by
author Pamela Scott in THA’s new book
about the Treasury Building, Fortress of
Finance, “Extensive official records on the
south wing’s construction and ornamentation contain scant information on [Hubert]
Schutter’s decorative motifs or his allegorical content.”
While documentation hinted at more decorative painting than what is currently on
display in the South wing, what was lacking
was an opportunity to try to uncover physical evidence in the locations cited in the
disparate historic references. Over the
years, the Department has uncovered
many significant murals and decorative
treatments within offices (the Johnson and
Chase suites) and in distinct architectural
spaces like the paint finishes and gold leaf
in the domes above spiral staircases, the
North Lobby and Cash Room ceilings. In
these locations, archival evidence had

Original trompe l’oeil decorative painting
which shows three-dimension-appearing
molding (top and left are restoration of original treatment; right and bottom (not shown
here) were infill-painted recently.
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Provided a strong case for what to look for
and the period these historic finishes originated.
Finally, during the recent repair and renovation project, there was an opportunity to do a
paint analysis and take samples of wall finishes to be examined under a microscope.
By chemically or mechanically removing
paint layers, small exposure “windows”
through modern paints were made in the
public corridors of the South wing and those
office spaces where archival records had
established a possibility that there was decorative painting to be uncovered.
The three most impressive discoveries during these examinations were 19th century
decorative painting on the ceilings in rooms
3314 and 3324 and a full wall panel exposure of trompe l’oeil (a French term for “fool
the eye”) decorative painting. This trompe
l’oeil decoration simulated a framed panel
wall trim that illustrated how the corridors on
the third and fourth floors were decoratively
painted. Between door frames and pilaster
columns where there was enough wall
space, decorative painters created the appearance of raised wood panels by adding
painted strips that appear to be wood panel
molding, complete with highlighted edges
and cast shadows that give the appearance
of three dimensions.
The physical integrity and paint materials
used in the trompe l’oeil panels confirmed
the archival information that the Schutter &
Company painter had used an encaustic
painting technique for the decoration of the
corridor walls. This technique, which was
prevalent in the United States in the 19th
century, mixed pigment powders into a
warmed wax ground. Once painted, the area
was heat-set, fixing the coats of paint, although the materials still allowed a degree of
flexibility. This flexibility, and the
fact that the wax was providing an
almost waterproof coating to the
pigments, made encaustic painting
one of the most durable of all mural
and decorative painting techniques.
Once the decorative painting of one
section of the South corridor was
exposed during the examination,
the original paints were cleaned
and protected with a transparent
coating. To demonstrate what a
fully restored South corridor could
look like, areas that were cracked
or where small sections of the paint were
lost were infill-painted with modern acrylic
paints (for future conservators to easily distinguish them from the original, historic
paints).

The single restored wall panel on the
South side of the 3300 corridor is an
excellent educational aid as part of the
Treasury Building Saturday public
tours. It is hoped that, in the near future, the rest of the corridor walls can
be restored to complete the appearance of the South wing third and fourth
floor corridors, as they would have
appeared in the 1860’s.

Editor’s Note:
THA wishes to express its appreciation
to Treasury’s Office of the Curator,
Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Headquarters Operations,
Office of the Assistant Secretary
(Management), for its assistance in
providing the materials and obtaining
the image for this article.
The restoration of the trompe l’oeil
decorative painting is one of THA’s
projects described in its Capital Development Campaign brochure (page 4).

The THA Capital Development Campaign provides a means for all members and other donors to help the Association support the several priority
projects identified for this effort, helping to preserve what has become one
of Washington’s favorite and most impressive classical buildings.
To date, THA has received donations
from generous members and other
contributors in an amount that is approaching $200,000. Thus far, THA
has given Treasury close to $170,000
(in addition to other cash gifts separate
from this Campaign). The remaining
balance has been given by donors who
have designated specific projects, and
THA continues to solicit donations to
fully-fund those projects. THA’s Capital
Development Campaign brochure and
the donor’s designation card may be
obtained on THA’s Internet website,
www.treasuryhistoricalassn.org or by
calling THA at (202) 298-0550 and
leaving a message.
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Treasury’s Cash Transport
in Vintage Images of its
Reliance on Horse Power
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A great number of the financial institutions
were located close to Treasury — so many,
that 15th Street, NW between F Street and K
Street was known as “bankers’ row.

from the BEP to the Treasury Building
and to the Cash room and vaults, for
distribution to financial institutions and
the public.
In the photograph below, also c. 1905,
we see what is believed to be a money
wagon, heavily guarded by five police
officers on the tailgate and presumably
driven by another one or two, as it enters the new Hamilton Place entry to the
Treasury “moat,” leading to the basement of the Building. Previously, access to the moat was via an East Executive Avenue (then known as 15-1/2
Street) driveway that turned 90 degrees
to access the area. Although the wagon
is motorized, there was still reliance on
horses for the lead security policeman.

In our past two issues, we presented a
variety of historic images of the Treasury
Building and vintage modes of Transportation. We are continuing this series as a
result of a number of members’ favorable
reaction and continued interest.
Prior to the 1913 creation of the Federal
Reserve System, under which coins and
paper currency are distributed to regional

A closer c. 1905 view below shows the sizable and very heavy money container being
rolled into the back of a three horse-drawn
money wagon. The more formally attired
men are believed to be security guards.

Federal Reserve Banks and eventually to
local bank branches, Treasury had primary responsibility for distribution of the
coins and currency produced by the
United States Mint and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, respectively. There
were sub-Treasuries located around the
Nation, which were supervised by Assistant Treasurers of the United States, all
reporting to the Treasurer of the United
States, who was housed in the Treasury
Building. The Cash Room in the Treasury
Building, also under the Treasurer’s supervision, operated as a “banker’s bank,”
where financial institutions would draw
their stock-in-trade for their retail outlets
(i.e. cash for their banks).
In the c. 1905 photograph above, horsedrawn money wagons of financial institutions are seen backed-up to the Treasury
Building’s East wing to receive shipments
of money. Coin and currency were shuttled out of what is now known as the
“bicycle door” as well as a door at the end
of the ground-level of the North wing (now
a window in a below-sidewalk-level grate.
Treasury Historical Association
P.O. Box 28118
Washington, DC 20038-8118
Message Line: (202) 298-0550
Website Address:
www.treasuryhistoricalassn.org
E-mail: info@treasuryhistoricalassn.org

Note in the photo above that the columns
consist of “drums” of about four feet in height
that are cemented together. These were
sandstone columns that deteriorated and
were replaced with single-piece granite columns in 1909-1910. Also, note the railing in
both pictures, which served as a safety device when employees and visitors entered
the building through the second story colonnade, after ascending a lateral staircase on
15th Street, where the five ground-level
doors now stand. The railing was removed
and lost in 1909-1910 until a recent restoration project brought replica railings to the
colonnade last June, almost exactly 100
years after the originals had been removed.
The first national currency (known as “greenbacks”) was produced by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing’s (BEP) predecessor,
the National Currency Bureau, in the attic
and the basement of the Treasury Building,
beginning in 1862. Extensive structural
changes were made on a fast-track basis in
the South wing of the Treasury Building,
which had just been completed the year
before, in order to accommodate the heavy
production equipment and to ventilate the
Building of the noxious fumes from the inks
and other chemicals used in the manufacturing process. Additional changes were made
to the engineering drawings for the West
wing, which was under construction at the
time, and completed in 1864.
In 1880, the BEP moved to a “home of its
own” at the corner of 14th and B Streets,
SW, a red brick building with a tower that still
stands today. This relocation required a
new approach for transporting paper money

The above photograph is one of the two
that has been “colorized” and inserted
into one of the pair of glass coasters
that THA offers as an appreciation gift
for donors at the Supporting level and
higher for 2011.

Moving or Changing
Your E-mail Address?
Please keep THA posted if you move to
another address or if you change your
e-mail address, so we can continue to
send you timely notification of our noontime lectures, annual membership meeting and other special events.
If you received this newsletter in hardcopy format through the U.S. Mail,
please take a moment to give us your email address so we can reduce the
postage expenses that THA incurs with
each mailing. The simplest way to advise us of a physical address change or
a start of or change in e-mail address, is
to call THA at (202) 298-0550. (Do not
be concerned that there does not appear to be an option in our announcement for this notification; just leave a
message after the tone.)
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THE FIRST COMPLETE HISTORY OF THE TREASURY BUILDING
Published by the
Treasury Historical Association
Fortress of Finance: The United States
Treasury Building, the Treasury Historical
Association’s book on the history of the National Historic Landmark Treasury Building
next to the White House and the predecessor
Treasury Office is the result of over eight
years of research by architectural historian
Pamela Scott, author of Temple of Liberty, a
history of the U.S. Capitol Building, and coauthor of Buildings of the District of Columbia.
She has developed a captivating account of
the construction of the Building and its unique
architectural features that have made it one of
Washington, DC’s most magnificent structures. The book includes an appendix with a
summary of histories of the Treasury’s current
bureaus and those now in other departments and agencies.
The retail price for Fortress of Finance is
$55.00, plus shipping and handling.

Fortress of Finance:


Is a substantial hardback book, over 3
pounds in weight, about 8-1/2 by 11
inches, with 336 pages, printed on highquality matte coated paper, with wraparound illustrated heavy paper dustcover.



Contains 185 images of historic drawings, blueprints, etchings, paintings and
photo-graphs, ranging from sepia, blackand-white and color-tinted to 21stcentury full-color digital images.

 Has an elegant “leather-effect” case wrap, gold-stamp title on front and spine, and “signatures” (i.e., sections of the book)
stitched to the binding, not glued, for long lasting quality of the book.

To Order Fortress of Finance:
Please complete the form below and return it or a copy of this page, along with your check (payable to the Treasury Historical Association) to: Treasury Historical Association, P.O. Box 28118, Washington, DC 20038-8118.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ORDER FORM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Name:______________________________________________ Telephone, Day: ____________________
Street Address: ______________________________________ Telephone, Eve: ____________________
City, State, ZIP: _________________________________ E-mail: _________________________________
No. of books: ___ at $55.00 per book = $_____ plus $_____ s&h (see below) = $ ________ Enclosed by Check
Shipping and Handling: 1 book, $5.00; 2 books, $7.50; 3 books, $9.00; 4 or more books, $10.00

THA’s Book Fortress of Finance
Wins Independent Publishers Award
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The Treasury Historical Association was pleased to learn in May that the book it published last September, Fortress of Finance: The United States Treasury Building, written by Pamela Scott,
was selected for second place award in the Independent Publishers’ Mid-Atlantic Non-Fiction category of books published in 2010. THA’s book was among 346 first, second and third place winners
in a variety of genres and geographic categories for the “IPPY” Award. Almost 4,000 books were
evaluated by the selection committee. Independent publishers who won awards were from 45 of
the states plus the District of Columbia, seven Canadian provinces and seven overseas countries.
The award sponsors hosted an elegant ceremony and reception in late
May. THA asked author Pamela
Scott to attend the gala award event
in New York City, where she accepted
the silver award medallion on behalf
of THA and herself. Ms. Scott and
THA each have a medallion and certificate as mementos of this special
honor, acknowledging their respective
roles in publishing this book.
The book may be ordered from THA
(see page 4) or purchased by Treasury employees from the Treasury
Department Recreation Association in
Room B-61 MT. It is also available at
the National Building Museum, the
White House Historical Association
and the White House Visitors Center.

Treasury’s Restoration
Continued on C-SPAN
Following the April 17 30-minute tour of the
Treasury Building’s restored spaces, C-SPAN
Television, the official television network of the
U.S. Congress, continued coverage with a second installment aired on May 15.
In the second half-hour segment, Treasury Curator Richard Cote took the television audience
to the “living museum” of original portraits of all
Secretaries of the Treasury. Also, viewers were
treated to views of the current private office of
the Secretary, the Secretary’s large conference
room and the monumental triple-skylight dome
of the West wing of the Treasury Building.
Members who were not able to view the two
programs when first aired, may view one or both
at www.cspan.org. In the Search box, enter
Treasury Building Restoration, and the results
will show program summary pages, each with
an “additional information” line to click on, which
will bring viewers to the options to select for
each of the two parts either the full 30-minute
program or a 5-minute YouTube preview. Included in both programs was acknowledgment
of THA’s role in the restorations.

Treasury Building Bookmark to
be Added to THA Product List
Prior to the beginning of the THA project to develop its Fortress of Finance book, the Association offered a gold-finished bookmark-ornament
that featured the image of the South wing of the
Treasury Building. THA marketed this product
with the byline “Buy a Bookmark, Build a Book,”
with the intent to raise funding for the initial “seed
money” for the research and writing project.
Following the South wing’s 150th Anniversary
last year, THA decided to re-manufacture the
bookmark as a continuing commemorative product for its members and other purchasers. See
page 4 for interim ordering details, pending the
revision of our product catalog and website.

Treasury Historical Association
P.O. Box 28118
Washington, DC 20038-8118
Message Line: (202) 298-0550
Website Address:
www.treasuryhistoricalassn.org
E-mail: info@treasuryhistoricalassn.org
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Ornate Chandeliers of South Wing Presented American West Theme
One of the lost “Treasures of the U. S.
Treasury” is the collection of elegant gaslight chandeliers that were installed in the
Building in the pre-electric light era. The
chandeliers were designed by Treasury’s
architectural draftsman J. Goldsborough
Bruff specifically for Treasury’s South
Wing (completed in 1860). Although the
original fixtures are lost forever, the Department fortunately located at the National Archives many of the design drawings for the ornate chandeliers. THA has
identified the reproduction of these gaslight units as one of the goals in its Capital
Development Campaign.

sive drawings and sketches. The fixtures were manufactured by the Philadelphia firm of Cornelius & Baker which
also produced fixtures for the Capitol.

When Treasury’s South Wing was approaching completion 150 years ago, a
decision was made that the gas lighting
fixtures would be sculptural works of art
rather than simple utilitarian fixtures. In
this regard, Bruff was commissioned to
design fixtures for the South wing, “appropriately and characteristically ornamented.” During the next several years,
Bruff produced a multitude of lighting fixture designs, several based on a theme of
the American West, where the Treasury
draftsman had traveled and done exten-

For several of the restored rooms,
Treasury has previously reproduced
documented lighting fixtures. The Andrew Johnson suite has exact prototypes of its original 1864 fixtures and the
Cash Room features three monumental
chandeliers that are copies of the
room’s 1869 gaslight fixtures. Both
reproduction designs not only enhance
the period integrity of the restored
spaces, but also serve a utilitarian function as well in the chandeliers providing

As was the case with all Treasury’s gas
fixtures, the Bruff designed fixtures were
removed when electricity was installed
in the Building and promptly disposed
of. Only one photograph has been located through extensive research that
shows a Bruff-designed fixture installed
in a Treasury Building workroom. That
fixture is clearly based on Bruff’s drawing and features a Western theme.

lighting for the rooms’ respective functions.
The Treasury Building’s neighbor beyond
the White House, the Eisenhower Executive Office Building (EEOB), is currently
undergoing a major restoration program
in which there is an element for reproducing their original gas fixtures through a
lighting specialist in Lynchburg, Virginia.
Working from period drawings, the fixtures for EEOB are being fabricated for
the principal restored spaces, the actual
working drawings, models, casting and
finishing all done by the Lynchburg firm.
THA’s goal for this Capital Development
Campaign initiative is estimated at
$330,000 for the fabrication of reproduction of Bruff’s fixtures for the Salmon P.
Chase Suite where they were once
prominently displayed… only this time the
chandeliers would be electrified at installation and would remain a permanent
fixture within the Treasury Building.
__________________________________________________________

Bruff reproduction chandelier drawing
on next page courtesy of Jefferson
Lightsmith, Lynchburg, VA.

Treasury West Staircase Project Progresses, But Funding Still Needed
When the Treasury Building was under its
major modernization in 2004, it was decided to remove the elevators in the West
Wing staircase area, install new elevators
in former office space and restore the
monumental triple-skylight dome above
the staircase. The dome was designed by
Supervising Architect Alfred B. Mullett,
who at the same time added the double
stairway which led up to his gilded dome,
considered in its day a prime architectural
space in Washington. Two elevator shafts
were installed in the openings of the two
spiral staircases in 1910, and surrounding
stonework and a portion of the ornate
railing were damaged or discarded.
With the recent removal of the elevators,
the dome was restored and “temporary”
railing was installed. However, no funding
was available to restore the original stair
during the building renovation.
THA adopted this space as one of the
targeted restoration projects of its Capital
Development Campaign, and as a result
of funds donated by generous contributors, in late 2009 THA gave Treasury
$50,000 as “seed money” to complement

any funding that Treasury might be able
to direct to this initiative. Subsequently,
a limited amount of Government funding
was made available, and a phased project was begun. Contracts were issued
by Treasury for the restoration of the
space through installation of replacement stonework pieces and matching
railings.

is constructed from a dense, dark mahogany that matches the original. The brass
safety rail is modeled after the original.

The second and third floor balustrade is
expected to be completed by the end of
September, marking the end of this phase
of the project. The next phase, covering
the fourth and fifth floors, is presently
awaiting funding. THA is continuing its
There is now the first sign of progress
efforts to raise contributions to assist in
leading to the removal of the “temporary” this important restoration project.
railing. A six-foot mock up has been
staged with the proposed architectural
elements that will replace the temporary
railing. This consists of the granite replacement flooring, the cast iron balusters, the mahogany handrail and the
brass safety rail. Each of the parts of the
balustrade represents a careful attempt
to reproduce as accurately as possible.
The granite flooring is from a Maine
quarry that is located very close to the
original Deer Island quarry that provided
the original granite for the Building and
that has since been closed. The balus–
ters are constructed of cast iron and are Photo of prototype railing and stonemolded after the original. The handrail
work courtesy of Michael Romeo.
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THE FIRST COMPLETE HISTORY OF THE TREASURY BUILDING
Written by Pamela Scott
Published by the Treasury Historical Association
Fortress of Finance: The United States Treasury Building, the THA’s book on the
history of the National Historic Landmark Treasury Building next to the White House and
the predecessor Treasury Office is the result of over eight years of research by architectural historian Pamela Scott, author of Temple of Liberty, a history of the U.S. Capitol
Building, and co-author of Buildings of the District of Columbia. She has developed a
captivating account of the construction of the Building and its unique architectural features that have made it one of Washington, DC’s most magnificent structures. The book
includes an appendix with a summary of histories of the Treasury’s current bureaus and
those now in other departments and agencies.
The retail price for Fortress of Finance is $55.00, plus shipping and handling.

Fortress of Finance:
 Is a substantial hardback book, over 3 pounds, about 8-1/2 by 11 inches, with
336 pages, printed on high-quality matte coated paper, with wrap-around
illustrated heavy paper dustcover.



Contains 185 images of historic drawings, blueprints, etchings, paintings and photo-graphs, ranging from sepia, black-and-white
and color-tinted to 21st-century full-color digital images.

 Has an elegant “leather-effect” case wrap, gold-stamp title on front and spine, and “signatures” (i.e., sections of the book)
stitched to the binding, not glued, for long lasting quality of the book.

TREASURY BUILDING BOOKMARK-ORNAMENT
 Is crafted in gold finish, measuring 1-1/2 by 3 inches, etched.
 Can be used as ornament by adding ribbon/string to loop at top.
 Is accompanied by a card with brief history of the Building and the Department.
 Discount priced for current THA members at $12, inclusive of s&h

To Order Fortress of Finance and/or Treasury Building Bookmark:
Please complete the form below and return it or a copy of this page, along with your check (payable to the Treasury
Historical Association) to: Treasury Historical Association, P.O. Box 28118, Washington, DC 20038-8118.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ORDER FORM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Name:______________________________________________ Telephone, Day: ____________________
Street Address: ______________________________________ Telephone, Eve: ____________________
City, State, ZIP: _________________________________ E-mail: _________________________________
No. of books: ___ at $55.00 per book = $_____ plus $_____ s&h (see below) = $ ________
Shipping and Handling: 1 book, $5.00; 2 books, $7.50; 3 books, $9.00; 4 or more books, $10.00
No. of bookmarks: ___ at $12.00 (includes s&h) = $ ________
Total payment enclosed by check: $ __________

Inside this Newsletter…
 Treasury’s Nearby Treasures. The Treasury Annex Building and its neighbors across
Pennsylvania retain the historical importance
of the area (see pages 2 and 3).

December 2011

 THA Board Member and Director Passes.
The Board suffers the loss of a dedicated
director, the second during this two-year
term (see page 3).
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Secretary Paul O’Neill
Speaks at THA Meeting
THA was honored to have Paul H. O’Neill, the
72nd Secretary of the Treasury, as the guest
speaker at its Annual Full Membership Meeting.
The business portion of the meeting, from 11:30
a.m. until Noon, provided to the THA members
in attendance several reports from the chairs of
the various committees. Reports included the
financial status of the Association, information
on sales revenue of both THA’s Fortress of Finance book and commemorative products,
membership data, and information on the noontime lecture program.
At Noon, Secretary O’Neill joined the Cash
Room gathering to reminisce his two-year term
at Treasury. He shared with the audience his
views on the various proposed tax cuts of the
then-current Administration, and provided extensive accounts of his overseas travels, to both
exotic locations and areas of Africa where basic
health and sanitation accommodations were
essentially non-existent. Included in his talk was
the work he had done with singer Bono, of U2
rock group fame, to try to alleviate the poor living conditions he witnessed in Africa.

THA Board of Directors Set
for 2012-2013 Term of Office
Ten of the current 15 THA directors will continue
into the next two-year term of office. Remaining
on the Board are the following, with officer positions as indicated:
Gary Grippo will continue as President. Gary’s
official Treasury post is Deputy Assistant Secretary for Government Financial Policy at Treasury
and has previously served as THA’s Treasurer.
Franklin Noll will again for the next two years
serve as THA’s First Vice President. Frank is the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing’s HistorianConsultant and operates his own firm, Noll Historical Consulting, LLC.
David Monroe, a Past President of THA, will continue to serve as THA’s Treasurer for the next
two years. Dave is Treasury’s Director, Office of
Fiscal Projections in the Office of the Fiscal Assistant Secretary.
Lori Santamorena continues as THA’s Secretary
for the next term. Her official position is Executive Director of the Bureau of the Public Debt’s
Government Securities Regulations.
Thomas O’Malley will remain Chairman of the
THA Board. Tom has in the past held three other
THA officer positions. He is the retired Director
of Treasury’s Management Programs Directorate
and Senior Procurement Executive.
The other directors for the 2012-2013 term are:
 Cora Beebe Fosdick, former Assistant Secretary for Administration (now Management).

 Jack Flood, Jr., a retired management analyst
in Treasury’s Departmental Offices who previously served as Deputy Director of Treasury’s
Printing and Graphics Division. He also held
four THA officer positions plus Executive Secretary in past years.

 Abby L. Gilbert, a Research Specialist at the
U.S. Mint. Serving in three THA officer positions in the past, Abby also held a significant
role in Treasury’s commemoration of the
American Revolution Bicentennial in 1976 and
of its own Bicentennial in 1989.

 M. Elaine Rand, who retired as a management
analyst from Treasury’s Departmental Offices.

 Rory D. Schultz, currently Director, Technology Division, Food and Nutrition Service, at the
Department of Agriculture. Previously, Rory
served in managerial positions in Treasury’s
Chief Information Officer organization.

Secretary Paul O’Neill addresses Cash
Room audience at December 7 THA Annual
Meeting. Photo courtesy of Jack Flood, Jr.

THA wishes to thank publicly the departing
Board members for all that they have contributed
to THA and its missions over not only the past
two years, but for several directors, many years.
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Other Priceless Treasures
Lay Just Across the Avenue
The Treasury Historical Association for
over three decades has assisted in the
restoration of the historic Treasury Building.
But, the officers and directors are always
mindful that there is another building of
historic interest right across the Avenue.
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describes the site's importance as a major
Black History landmark.

and others in a mass working environment.

The Freedman Bank Building was bought by
a new landlord in 1882 to serve as office
space, with various tenants that included
portions of the Justice Department, before
the building was razed in 1899, and thus
becoming the eventual construction site for
the new Treasury Department Annex.

Desks would be aligned row after row,
with employees being able to coordinate activities more readily than if
housed in individual rooms of two to
four employees.

The Treasury Annex Building, located just
North of and across Pennsylvania Avenue
from the Treasury Building and diagonally
across from the White House, contains
elements of the Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Management and
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control, as well as the main branch of the
Treasury Department Federal Credit Union.
The building, which faces Madison Place
and Lafayette Park, was designed by famous architect Cass Gilbert, who later designed the U.S. Supreme Court Building.
Construction of the Beaux Arts style building was completed in 1919, and the building was to be the ultimate solution for the
overcrowded working conditions in the
Treasury Building that were caused by ever
increasing responsibilities assigned by the
Congress to the Department, with the resultant increase in staffing to perform those
responsibilities. Surely as intended by Mr.
Gilbert, the design on the south side of the
Annex Building complemented nicely the
facades of the two neighboring neoClassical designed bank buildings, the
Riggs National Bank Building (completed in
1901) and the American Security and Trust
Company Building (completed in 1902) -now owned by PNC Bank and Bank of
America, respectively.

The Treasury Annex Building, as seen today, represents about one-fourth of the intended size of the building, as designed by
its architect. A mirror image structure was
intended to be created at the extreme North
end of this Madison Place block, with a connecting multi-pillar building that would replicate the majestic Mills wing colonnade of the
Treasury Building’s 15th Street façade. The
ultimate master plan was never brought to
completion – fortunately, as noted below.
A unique-at-the-time concept was used in
the design of the Treasury Annex Building.
Instead of conventional office rooms for
Treasury staff, Mr. Gilbert designed large
open areas that would house financial clerks

The Treasury Annex Building is a
National Historic Landmark, having
been added to the U.S. Department
of the Interior’s National Register of
Historic Places in 1970. It has also
been registered on the District of
Columbia Inventory of Historic Sites
since 1964.
The Annex Building’s parcel of real
estate was previously the site of the
Freedman's Savings Bank, which
was constructed in 1869 (simultaneously with the Treasury Building’s
North Wing) to serve as the headquarters
of a banking system that was established
for African-Americans after the Civil War.
Unfortunately, this bank failed in 1874, resulting in great financial loss to its customers. A plaque at the Madison Place entrance of the Treasury Annex Building

During earlier times, the building was
known as Treasury Annex No. 1, due
to the fact that there were several other annex buildings that augmented the
workspace in the Treasury Building.
These other annexes included structures in what is now Pershing Park at
14th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue,
and on the site of the North wing of the
current Commerce Department Building. Another Treasury Annex Building
was located at 7th and D Streets, SW,
which later became the Washington
Regional Office of the General Services Administration’s (GSA) Federal
Supply Staff, after it spun off from
Treasury in 1949 and which now houses GSA organizations and elements of
the Department of Homeland Security.
Immediately north of the Treasury Annex Building on Madison Place was
the Belasco Theatre, constructed in
1895. This was the theatre where
world-famous actress and Washington
DC native Helen Hayes made her debut. During World War II, the theatre
served as the “Stage Door Canteen,”
and afterwards into the early 1960s still
served as the site of USO operations
and activities. The theatre was intended to be demolished in the early 20th
century for the Treasury Annex Building extension, but in 1964, it was razed
to make way for the U.S. Court of
Claims Building, an action which in
retrospect is now recognized as a significant loss to the architectural history
of the Presidential neighborhood.
North of the theatre site on Madison
Place are two other structures that
were destined to be demolished if
Cass Gilbert’s plans for the Treasury
Annex had been completed:

Photos: Top: Treasury Annex during its
construction, as seen from West side of
Treasury Building, c. 1918. Immediately
above: Treasury Annex as seen from
Treasury Building rooftop, shortly after
completion in 1918. Photos from Library
of Congress Collection.

The three-story brick residence facing
Lafayette Park was built in 1828 by
Benjamin Ogle Tayloe. For many
years, the Tayloe House was the gathering place for Washington’s society
and high political officials. Prominent
regular visitors to the Tayloe House
included Chief Justice John Marshall,
Senator and Secretary of State Henry
Clay, Senator and Secretary of State
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Daniel Webster, Vice President and Secretary
of State John C. Calhoun, Senator and Secretary of State William H. Seward, Senator
Henry Clay, General Winfield Scott, and a
host of other senators and Cabinet officers.
Additionally, many Presidents were guests at
this home, including John Quincy Adams,
Martin Van Buren, William Henry Harrison,
Zachary Taylor, and Millard Fillmore. It is
believed that this was the last house in Washington which President William Henry Harrison visited before he died in 1841.
Northward, at the end of the block, is the
home of Dolley Madison, the widow of President James Madison. The home was constructed in 1820, and in 1837 Mrs. Madison
moved into it. The former first lady, remaining
in the center of Washington social circles,
hosted a multitude of Presidents and other
Government notables in her home – James
Monroe, John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, Martin Van Buren, William Henry Harrison, John Tyler, James K. Polk and Zachary
Taylor. Other notable visitors included John
C. Calhoun, Henry Clay and Daniel Webster.
With the exception of four years when she
resided at her late husband’s estate, Montpelier, in Orange County, Virginia, Mrs. Madison
remained in this home until her death in 1849.
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Capital Development
Campaign Progress
The Capital Development Campaign
(CDC) is an initiative in which THA continues to solicit donations from its members, many former high-level Treasury
appointees, and other potential donors to
fund completely or in part 14 restoration
projects in and around the historic Treasury Building.
The most
recent donation that
THA has
made to
the Department of the
Treasury
was for a
joint-funded project to restore the West
center double spiral staircases. With the
recent removal of the 1910-era elevator
shafts from the openings of the two spiral
staircases, the space revealed extensive
damage to the granite, marble, cast iron
decorative soffits and balustrade railing.
The initial phase of the four-phase effort
is the restoration of the stairway between
the second and fourth floors, on the
North side of the twin spiral staircases.
This phase of the joint public-private project should be completed shortly.
The campaign brochure (on THA’s website) describes in some detail the projects
that total approximately $7 million in cost.

Above: Dolley Madison House, c. 1918, at
H Street and Madison Place, NW., from
Library of Congress Collection

While Mr. Gilbert’s entire plans for the cityblock-long Treasury Annex Building were not
completed as intended, thereby leaving the
Treasury Department in continuing difficulties
with respect to needed workspace, the end
result was the retention of the two abovedescribed private homes that had such importance and historical significance to the
Nation.
Both the Tayloe House and the Dolley Madison House have been preserved and have
been integrated into the adjoining high-rise
Courts of Claims office complex, both lasting
examples of early 19th century home design.

As of December 1, THA has received
almost $196,000 from close to 100 gifts
to the Association. This has permitted
THA to provide to Treasury the necessary funding, or at least “seed money,”
for several of the targeted projects. CDC
gifts to Treasury thus far are:
 $100,000 towards restoration of
Treasury antiques and fine art
 $50,000 towards restoration of West
spiral staircases
 $13,385 for North Lobby improvement
 $2,500 for gilding two corner domes

Treasury Historical Association
P.O. Box 28118
Washington, DC 20038-8118
Message Line: (202) 298-0550
Website Address:
www.treasuryhistoricalassn.org
E-mail Address:
info@treasuryhistoricalassn.org

A Message from THA’s Chairman:

THA Director Passes Clifford R. Northup
THA and many throughout Treasury
organizations were saddened to learn
that, on October 9, 2011, a member of
our Board, Clifford Reed Northup,
passed away, following a number of
years’ struggle with cancer—a battle
that he dealt with bravely and privately,
not conveying his condition to most of
his friends and colleagues.
Cliff Northup served on THA’s Board of
Directors for the past 12 years, and
ably assisted in the Association’s major fundraising committees, both for the
very successful $200,000-target campaign to restore the gilding in the Cash
room ceiling and in the current efforts
of the Capital Development Campaign to help the
Department in 14
different restoration
projects throughout
the historic Treasury Building.
One of Cliff’s most recent contributions
to THA was his review and analysis of
our newsletters published over the
past 15 years, in order to create an
index as a service to our members and
visitors to THA ‘s website, aiding in
locating articles of readers’ interest.
In his official roles, Cliff had served as
legislative assistant to Senator William
Armstrong of Colorado in the latter
1980s, and was appointed Deputy
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for
Legislative Affairs in 1991, serving for
over two years. In 2001, he was appointed by President George W. Bush
to serve as Director of Public and Congressional Affairs at the National Credit
Union Association through 2006. Then,
Cliff was appointed Director of Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs at
the U.S. Mint. Interspersed with his
Federal public service roles, Cliff
served in private organizations that
specialized in banking, insurance,
credit union and consulting fields.
THA has been fortunate to have had
Cliff’s help over more than a decade.
Those of us who had the opportunity to
work with Cliff appreciate his service to
THA, to Treasury and to the American
public in his several official roles, and
we value greatly the example he set as
a very dedicated public servant.
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Treasury Historical Association’s
Award Winning History Book on the
Historic U.S. Treasury Building
Over 300 pages, hard-back with dust cover that
features South Wing of Treasury Building;
about 200 illustrations, many in color.
Second-Place Awardee for Mid-Atlantic
Non-Fiction Independent Publishers

South Wing of the Treasury Building in
THA’s Exclusive Bookmark-Ornament




Crafted in gold finish, measuring 1-1/2 by 3 inches, etched.
Can be used as ornament by adding ribbon/string to loop at top.
Accompanied by a card with brief history of the Building and Department.

Ornament on Bicentennial of Treasury in
New Washington, DC Capital City in 1800
With two stone images of first Treasury Building in DC
(completed 1800) and South Wing of the current U.S. Treasury
Building (built 1836-1869). Only 48 remaining in inventory Orders filled in sequence received until supply is exhausted.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ORDER FORM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Name:______________________________________________ Telephone, Day: ____________________
Street Address: ______________________________________

Telephone, Eve: ____________________

City, State, ZIP: _________________________________ E-mail: _________________________________
No. of Books: ___ at $55.00 each = $_____ plus $_____ s&h (see below) = $ ________
Shipping and Handling: 1 book, $5.00; 2 books, $7.50; 3 books, $9.00; 4 or more books, $10.00
No. of Bookmarks: ___ at $12.00 each (includes shipping & handling) =

$ ________

No. of Bicentennial Ornaments: ___ at $12.00 each (includes s&h) =

$ ________

Total payment enclosed by check: $ ________
Check Number: __________; Date of Check: _________________

